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complaints, both from Mercier and Portal, of the Archbishop's
'reserve' ring curiously on Anglican ears by comparison with
the far greater reticence of Pope Pius XI.

At any rate both sides desired the Conversations to continue.
The Archbishop was anxious to strengthen the Anglican group,
even at the cost of according it an even more official cognizance
than it had hitherto enjoyed. Obviously, so long as the party
consisted of Halifax and two men whom he had invited, the re-
sponsibility of the Archbishop for anything that might occur
was limited. The position would be altered if other represen-
tatives, invited by the Archbishops, were to join the original
trio. However, the risk must be taken. On August yth Dr.
Davidson wrote to Halifax that he had 'secured promises from
Bishop Gore and Dr. Kidd of Keble that they would be -willing
to take part in any renewed conversations at Malines when these
can be definitely arranged/18

Gore who, ever since the Conversations began,had been rumb-
ling ominously like a volcano on the point of eruption, was a
guarantee against that 'concessiveness* which he had deplored;
and Dr. Kidd was the learned Warden of Keble. Both, of course,
were churchmen of the Anglo-Catholic school, though Gore at
least was of a different stamp from Halifax, Frere, and the Dean.
The Warden was anxious for the appointment of additional
members who would represent the Liberals or Evangelicals in
the Church, but the difficulty of finding suitable persons "who
would be ready to go to Malines "was too great, The Dean, who
periodically expressed a desire to withdraw from the Conversa-
tions, was induced to continue, so that the Anglican party was
complete.

The Archbishop then drew up a long memorandum, re-
capitulating the proceedings to date and giving his own ap-
preciation of the position. La conclusion he threw out the sug-
gestion, which he had already made privately to Halifax, that